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not reinstate the group's plates.

More than a week ago, the state Department of Motor Vehicles stopped issuing further
"Choose Life" plates for The Children First Foundation, a New York-based pro-adoption
group opposed to abortion, while it investigates with state Attorney Richard
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The situation arose May 25 when DMV Commissioner Ralph Carpenter agreed to a
request from Blumenthal and a legislator to reconsider its approval of Rex's foundation
for the special plates, which many groups use for fund-raising. Blumenthal and Rep.
Roberta B. Willis, D-Salisbury, wrote May 24 to Carpenter that The Children First
Foundation appears to have "negligible, if any, " operations' in Connecticut, much less a
base of operations in this state."

Rex responded that the small group has used the 200 plates it has on the road to help
raise money to give thousands each year to organizations such as adoption agencies
that do not offer abortion as an alternative to unwanted pregnancies. She said its
Connecticut base is the home of an advisory board member - Corinn Dahm of the Gales
Ferry section of Ledyard - and that address is on file with the DMV. Its overall
headquarters is Rex's Yonkers home, though its mailing address is at a post office in
Eastchester, N.Y., where Rex used to live.

Willis said that the group should be "Connecticut-based" - "not a post office box, not
somebody's dining room table."

Rex said the DMV's regulations provide that organizations can be "international" or
"regional” - headquartered outside the state, so long as they have "a base of operations
here. Homes are not excluded as bases, she said.

Blumenthal said his office and the DMV are "planning to reach a conclusion in the very
near future" but would not specify when.

He said other groups are under scrutiny, too. Asked why only Rex's plates are blocked
during the inquiry, he cited "evidence" such as "absence of a significant [Connecticut]
presence, at least on the facts known initially." Asked what constitutes a "significant
presence," he said "part of what we're doing is examining the potential need for a more
precise and clear" definition.

When Blumenthal and the DMV announced their action May 25, Rex produced a 2003
Blumenthal letter praising the group. Friday, Blumenthal said: "Whether I spoke
positively of their activities or not is irrelevant to whether they meet the criteria for
this license plate."
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